
 

Questions about the BASH Additions and Renovations Project 

 

FAQs Added March 25, 2013 

Q.  Why do we need this project at this time? 

A. This project is needed due to overcrowding in 2 elementary schools, as well as projections for 

increased students enrollment in all grades.  This is the reason this project is being undertaken 

at this time. Moving the 9
th

 grade to the high school and the 6
th

 grade to the Junior High/Middle 

Schools will alleviate the crowding in the elementary schools.  

 

Q.  Why do the plans include the academies for the high school students? 

A. The academies are aligned with our strategic plan, approved by the Board of School Directors 

and the Pennsylvania Department of Education.  A commitment is made that academies be 

provided, specifically, a Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) Academy, and a 

Fine and Performing Arts Academy.  The building, as designed, is flexible for a number of 

different types of academic structures.  For example if we changed from academies to a 9th and 

10th grade center and an 11th and 12th grade center, the building, as designed would work very 

well.  

 

Q.  Why has the district planned a total of three additional construction projects? 

A. The other three projects (a new elementary school, an addition to Junior High West, and an 

addition to Colebrookdale Elementary School) were submitted prior to October 1, 2012, in time 

to qualify for state reimbursement.  Those plans are optional and may or may not be completed.  

Option 5, which was the Option that was chosen by more than double the number of community 

members who responded to the August 2012 BASD Facilities Survey (1,025 responses were 

received) is the one chosen by the Board of School Directors because it a) provides a solution to 

the elementary overcrowding and b) permits 9
th

 grade students to be a part of the high school 

program and wider selection of courses.  

 

Q.  How is this project different from neighboring districts? 

A. The BASH Project is basically a re-use of the majority of the existing structure, not a new 

facility.  BASD is not only re-using the building, but will also re-use furnishings.   

 

Q.  Did the district have an independent engineer compete with a second opinion? 

A. No. Another engineer or architect would have to be paid by the school district, doubling the cost 

of the design.  

 

Q.  What amount of money does the district have in “rainy day” funds that are not included in 

the yearly budget? 

A. As of June 30, 2012, the district has $8.52 million in the General Fund Unassigned Fund 

Balance.  

 

Q.  Why is it more expensive to restore the old building rather than to build new? 

A. The oldest parts of the building are constructed in a way that would require more demolition and 

reconstruction of the existing walls and other structures to meet current building code for an 

educational facility than the construction of new sections.  



 

FAQs Added March 22, 2013 

Q. Why is the BASH Project being undertaken? 

A. The enrollment increases in grades Kindergarten through 12 requires addition classroom space 

in all three building levels: Elementary, Junior High, and Senior High School.  The district has 

decided that constructing additional space at the current Senior High School and moving 9
th

 

grade from the Junior Highs to the Senior High School building will enable the district to move 

6
th

 grade students out of the elementary schools and into the current Junior High buildings. This 

will make more existing classroom space at the elementary schools available for grades K-5.  
 

Q. Where is the PowerPoint presentation used at the March 11, 2013 available? 

A. The PowerPoint presentation is now on the BASD website, and also is available by contacting 

Mrs. Kim Kern at 610-369-7548. 
 

Q. Does the "old" building have to be renovated?  Can it be used as is with normal 

maintenance? 

A. The “oldest” part of the building and the newer sections would all need to be in compliance with 

current building code requirements for a high school.  Many changes are required in all sections 

of the existing building, but the most extensive changes would be required in the oldest sections 

(1920/1938) which, except for the Art Department on the first floor, were not updated during the 

1992 renovation. 
 

Q. If the new expansion is mostly regular classrooms, can the old building provide the same 

number? 

A. The total of 18 classrooms is in the oldest two sections of the building.  These sections will not be 

used for high school classes. 41 additional classrooms spaces will be added in the renovation. 

That will provide for 23 additional classrooms needed for the 9th grade students who will come 

to the high school after the renovation project, while replacing the 18 classrooms in the 1920-

1938 sections.  
 

Q. Was the use of hybrid/blended classes incorporated in the proposed project? 

A. Yes.  The flexible spaces for instruction can be used by students who participate in blended 

courses, which require part regular classroom instruction and part use of computers/tablets to 

access coursework.  Blended coursework does not free up classrooms.  There are more than 200 

students currently in blended courses, but currently only 27 in the full time district cyber 

program.  
 

Q. Why was the old building not used for an academy or a grade center? 

A. It was considered for both an academy and for a grade center, but any program in the old 

building would be isolated from the other parts of the building, which would make it difficult for 

students in that academy to take courses in other academies.  A grade center would also isolate 

students and make it more difficult for them to take courses from other academies.  
 

Q. Will there be additional parking provided? 

A. Yes.  The number of parking spaces will comply with the Colebrookdale Township Building 

Code.  
 
 
 



Q. Why is NJROTC being taken away? 

A. NJROTC is not being taken away.  That program is included in the planning for the renovated 

building.  NJROTC will continue to be offered, as it is now.  
 

Q. Is the old building still designated as a fall-out shelter by Civil Defense? 

A. No.  Emergency Management Services, the successor agency replacing Civil Defense, no longer 

designates or supports the “fall-out” shelters.  
 

Q. Does the state provide incentives for remodeling older buildings? 

A. Yes.  The district will receive the maximum reimbursement incentive for renovating the existing 

parts of the building.  No additional reimbursement would be received for renovating the 

1920/1938 sections.   
 

Q. What is the current square foot area of the high school compared to the new construction? 

A. The new construction will include 136,000 square feet of space.   Total area of renovated and 

expanded high school will be 430,000 square feet.  Current high school, including the 1920/1938 

sections contains 370,000 square feet.  The additional 60,000 square feet is required to provide 

sufficient space for the 9th grade students.  
 

Q. Does the $55 million cost include all construction costs, including site work? 

A. Yes.  
 

Q. Why were there not more meetings scheduled for the community members regarding this 

project? 

A. In addition to the March 11, 2013 Community Meeting, similar meetings for community 

members were held on August 28, 2012 at New Hanover/Upper Frederick Elementary School 

and on August 30, 2012 at Junior High West Center.  Also, numerous School Board Facilities 

Committee meetings were held throughout 2012 and 2013 regarding the building project.  All 

School Board Facilities Committee meetings are open to the public.  There are public comment 

periods twice in each meeting.  
 

Q. What is the estimated amount of reimbursement from the state on the $55,000,000 BASH 

Project? 

A. $23,706,081 is the estimated state reimbursement on the total project cost.  
 

Q. What does the $30 increase in taxes represent? 

A. That represents the total increase in annual debt service (mortgage payment) for the BASH 

Additions and Renovations Project, not the total tax revenue to operate the school district.  


